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The following “Moral Call on Global Warming and Future 

Generations” was signed by President Jimmy Carter, Nobel Laureates 
Elie Wiesel and Edmond Fischer, Bishop H. George Anderson 
(Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutherans), Bishop George Bashore 
(President-elect, the United Methodist Council of Bishops), The 
Reverend John Buehrens, (President, the Unitarian Universalist 
Assoc. of Congregations), The Reverend Edmond Browning (Past 
Presiding Bishop, Episcopalian Church) Dr. Joan Brown Campbell 
(General Secretary, National Council of Churches), Rabbi Joseph 
Epstein, (CEO, The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism), (The 
Reverend Dr. Clifton Kirkpatrick, (Stated Clerk, Presbyterian Church 
(USA), Norman Lear (TV Producer),  Bishops Raymond Lucker and 
Walter Sullivan (Presiding Bishops, the New Ulm and Richmond 
Catholic Dioceses), Peter Mathiessen (author), Dean James Parks 
Morton (The Interfaith Council of New York), The Reverend Paul 
Sherry (President, United Church of Christ), and Ambassador Andrew 
Young, in addition to many others (full list attached.) 

 
The original draft was authored by Fred Branfman, who 

circulated it for signature while working with the “Protecting Future 
Generations” project of the Pace University Law School Energy 
Project. Dean Richard Ottinger was Dean of the Law School, and Ed 
Smeloff directed the Energy Project. 
 
 
 



 
A MORAL CALL ON "GLOBAL WARMING AND FUTURE 
GENERATIONS" 
 
"When the century began, neither human numbers nor technology 
had the power radically to alter planetary systems. As the century 
closes (they) do ... We borrow environmental capital from future 
generations because we can get away with it: future generations do 
not vote; they cannot challenge our decisions." 
-- Our Common Future, The U.N. Brundtland Commission 
 
Dear Members of the Senate, 
 
Our newfound power to "radically alter" the earth's environmental 
systems increases our responsibility to serve as trustees for future 
generations. It means that long-term moral concerns are critical to the 
debate over the historic global warming Protocol negotiated at Kyoto. 
 
We urge you to follow through on these concerns with concrete 
action, by seeking real reductions in carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gas emissions. We have not met the aim we expressed at 
Rio to reduce to 1990 levels by 2000. Instead we have allowed carbon 
dioxide emissions to rise 8% since then. 
 
It is unconscionable to continue risking the wellbeing of posterity. 
 
We are the first generation in human history to have such tremendous 
power to impair the biosphere--to put at risk the most vital legacy we 
bequeath to posterity. Let us now also be the first to establish a 
precedent saying we hold this planet in trust for our children, 
grandchildren, and the rest of life with which we share this planet. For 
they have neither voice nor vote, and are at the mercy of our wisdom 
and conscience. 
 
Your decision on global warming is one of the few that will directly 
affect your children's grandchildren and their descendants. And it is 
they whose verdict will determine whether our lives have had a 
positive meaning that transcends our deaths, i.e. whether we will be 



remembered as wise ancestors, as we fondly remember the founders 
of our nation. 
 
In acting for our descendants we thus act for ourselves. Our own 
society cannot remain whole today if we lose our concern, caring and 
love for those who will come tomorrow. There is a national consensus 
that we need to teach personal responsibility and reduce the budget 
deficits we leave our children.  But to do so we must take personal 
responsibility for the air, water and climate we leave them. And we 
must stop bequeathing them environmental debts in the form of the 
monumental costs that will be needed to clean up and repair the 
damage we are doing to the biosphere. 
 
Global Warming As Substance of Intergenerational Responsibility 
 
The more than 2,000 scientists who have participated in the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Control (the IPCC) are part of the 
largest and most thorough process for reaching a scientific 
understanding in human history. It is truly remarkable that they have 
reached a consensus that climate change poses many threats that, in 
our judgment, may affect human wellbeing for centuries to come - 
e.g., by shifting agricultural patterns, raising sea-levels, and 
potentially causing devastating storms. 
 
We recognize that economic grounds will be important in your 
decision. We are thus pleased to note that an Executive Branch 
interagency economic team has reported that reducing 2010 levels to 
those of 1990 will cause short-term economic losses that are 
"relatively small and transient", and that more than 2,000 leading 
economists have reported that "there are many potential policies to 
reduce greenhouse-gas emissions for which the total benefits 
outweigh the total costs." 
 
But though it is clear that you can set far-reaching carbon dioxide 
emission limits without seriously disrupting our economy, we do not 
believe this is solely an economic decision. It is a matter of 
fundamental morality that we move decisively to reduce emissions of 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. 
 
Global Warming As Symbol of Intergenerational Responsibility 



 
Global warming is only the most prominent of a series of 
environmental threats. Forests are being stripped, stressed and 
burned. Deserts are advancing. The oceans are being loaded with 
pollutants and swept of marine life. Endocrine disrupters may 
threaten our reproductive abilities. And we are sullying the polar 
regions and eradicating species. 
 
The technological power to affect future generations so broadly has 
come upon us suddenly, but our policies do not yet adequately this 
new reality. We need laws and institutions that better reflect our 
responsibilities to posterity and nature, an economics that fully 
accounts for the benefits of our environment and the costs of its 
degradation, and a politics capable of acting for the long-term. 
 
We owe no less to ourselves and our distant descendants. For though 
we will never see their faces nor hear their voices, it is they who will 
bear witness that what we did in this time and this place had meaning. 
 
Sincerely, 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
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